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Clerk: Governance Support Governance Support 

Telephone: 01803 207013 Town Hall 
E-mail address: governance.support@torbay.gov.uk Castle Circus 
Date: Tuesday, 12 May 2026 Torquay 
  TQ1 3DR 
 

 
Dear Member 
 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY BOARD - WEDNESDAY, 22 APRIL 2026 
 
I am now able to enclose, for consideration at the Wednesday, 22 April 2026 meeting of 
the Overview and Scrutiny Board, the following reports that were unavailable when the 
agenda was printed. 
 
 
Agenda No Item Page 
 
 
 4.   Social Mobility in Torbay 

Business Survivial Rates Torbay 
(Pages 3 - 4) 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Governance Support 
Clerk 
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Business Survival Rates – Torbay  

Baseline Data  

Data on business births and deaths shows that Torbay generally reflects the national landscape, with a boom in new businesses in the 24 

months post Covid-19, and fewer businesses starting more recently, likely due to rising costs and global financial uncertainty.   
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Data provided from ONS, specifically: Business demography, UK - Office for National Statistics 

 

UKSPF Business Support  

Whilst it is impossible to be 100% sure on how many businesses supported by UKSPF are still trading, indicative data and intelligence 

suggests the below: 

 Number of businesses supported in 
2023-2025 

Approx. Number of 
businesses still 
trading  

% 

Start up Torbay 214 190 88% 

Make it Net Zero 95 95 100% 

Impact Torbay 116 100 86% 

 

The data above indicates that the 2-3 year survival rates for businesses supported through UKSPF support is far higher than national, regional 

and local averages. 

It is also worth caveating this that a business death can be, particularly at early stage, a positive outcome, particularly if it mitigates against 

unsustainable growth or financial hardship.  
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